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MINUTES 


Chirty-second Annual Mecting, 


> 
* 
1F THE ° 


PEARL RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, . 


HELD WITH \ 


MAGEE’S CREEK CHURCH, PIKE Co., MISS., 


September the 13th, lath, 15th, 1851. 


weer — 


Macer’s Creex Cuurcn, Pixs county, Miss. 
September the 13th, 1851. 

The Pearl River Baptist Association met this day with Magee’s 
Creek Church, pursuant to previous adjournment. 

Ist. At 11 o’clock the Rev. Calvin Magee, agreeable to appoint- 
ment, preached the introductory Sermon from Isaiah, 9th chip, 
and)first part of the 6th verse: “ For unto usa child ig borzn—unto 
us a san is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulder.” 

2d. After a short intermission the Association wa’ ¢alled td‘ or- 
der by the Moderator, Rev, Jesse Crawford. Prayer was offered 
ata Throne of Grace by the Rev. Z. Reeves. 

3d. The clerk being absent, Nicholas Finley was appointed 
clerk protem. Brethren Norvel Robertson, Jr., and Wm. Barnes 
were appointed reading clerks; and brethren Samuel B. Mullen, 
Simeon Ross, and Reddick Sojourner, réceivers. of cantributions. 

4th. The letters from the Churches havin + been called. for, wire 
presented and read, and the names of the delegates enrolled. 

The letters read represented the state of the Churches to bé as 
shown by the following table: 
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The Association then went into the election of officers for the 
ensuing year, which resulted in the choice of Rev. Jesse Crawford, 
Moderator, Nicholas Finley, Clerk, and Simeon Ross, Treasurer. 

The Moderator called for petitionary letters—none was offered. 

Ministering Brethren were invited to, seats with us. 

Brethren Henry. Simmons, H.. Hooker, R. Sojourner, N. W. 
Lee, and H. Davis, were appointed a Committee to arrange preach- 
ing during this meeting. 


166 05 $58 1 


S 


Corresponding letters and messengers were received from the fol- 
lowing sister associations : 

From the Mississippi, Rey. C. Magee, S. Coker, and Z. Reeves, 
with letter and minutes. 

From the Ebenezer, Rey. Norvel Robertson, Jr., with letter 
and minutes. 

From the Union, letter and minutes—messengers failed. 

From the Mississippi River, Rev. L.-E, Wall, with letter and 
minutes, 

From the Eastern Louisiana, minutes; letter and messenger failed. 

From the Mount Pisgah, no correspondence was redeived. 


SMALL Caritas, a1 Utdained 


‘The Committee to arrange preaching reported Rev, Z. Reeves, 
Wm. Fortenberry, Norvel Robertson, Jr., and S. Coker, to orischh 
in the order of their names on Sunday. < 


Correspondence with sister Associations arranged as follows : 
Samuel B. Mullen to write to the Mississippi Association, and 
Wm. Fortenberry, S. B. Mullen, messengers. On motion Rev. 


Jesse Crawford was added as‘a messenger. 
James Mikell to write to the Ebenezer, and Wm. Williams and 
William Shepherd, messe fgets. ’ 
T. Gibson to write to the U nion, and S. B. Mullen and Henry 
Simmons, messengers. 


— 
Wientivees. “1 ° 


> 


Wm. Fortenberry to write to the Mississippi River—Wnm. For- 
tenberry and J. A Boutwell messengers. 

N. Finley to write to the Eastern Louisiana- —Henry Simmons 
and T. Gibson, messengers. ‘ 

Wm. Hadrison to! write to the Mount Pisgah—Joseph Chandler 
and G. H, Barrett, messengers. 

The Moderator appointed Wm. Fortenberry, Wm. 'Williams, 
S, B. Mullen, a Committee of arrangements, and on motion, the 
Moderator and clerk were added to said committee. 
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Brother Jno. S. Pitman was granted leaye ot h bse ne 
\ssociation. ' 


On motion, adjourned to meet on Monday ties ‘ 
Prayer by Rev. Norvel Robertson, Jr. 


SABBATH EXERCISES. 
The exercises of the morning were opened by Rev. 9 
‘ who preached to a large and attentive audience 
At 11 o’clock, Rev. Wm. Fortenberry preached alf 


sermon, at the close of which, a public collection w as tf 
follows : 


For Irfdian Missionary purposes, - é 
For Domestic Missionary purposes, - 


around the s‘and, and were addressed by Rev 


i 

| 

| 
After a short racess the con: gregation again “— 
Pexh 


and the exercises were closed by an appropriat¢ 
prayer, by Rev. Shadrack Coker 


7 { 
| 
Monpay Mornina, 9 o clock, Sept. 15 

The ere ena me agreeable to adjournme ntjand 8 

of praise, and Rev. C. Magee led in prayer. 
The Committee arrangements presented their re 
was received and adopted. | 
The roll was then called and absentees marked 
The rules of decorum were then read. 





Invited visiting Ministering Brethren to seats with ugg 


On ritotion, Resolved, That Brethren Thompton \ 
James Coker be excused for abse nting themsely 


, 


s on 


. 
{ 


The C Papas on preaching reported as follows: - tl 


sickness 


E. Wall, S. Coker, Norvel Robertson-and Z Reeyes, pré : 


in the sndee of their names 
Called for queries: i 

Vv hich 

up by the Association, and on motion was laid anjthe tz 


Appointed R. Sojourner, Thos. Gibson, and 8. \Ross 
tee on Finance. . |” 


A query was presénted from Harmony arch 


| 
| 
Called for correspondence from sister Associatipns 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
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On'motion, Resoleed, that Rev. Norvel Robertson be received 
1s a messenger from the Baptist State Convention 
Corresponding letters were called for—read and received. 
Reports called for; whey the ‘Treasurer-inade the following 
Report : ° 
SIMEON ROSS, TREASURER, in account with the Pearl Rives 
Association, 1851, cae Dr. 
Received ut last Association for associational purposes, $172 95 
; Cr. 
By cash paid out, to Parson A. McKenzie, 2 00 
Amount due from Pearl River Association for printing 
the Minutes of a convention held in *49,in Copiah 
county, to Brother lrink,.clerk, for printing and 
distributing the Minutes. - 


Tok. S. Caiicie. - - 


Paid a balance due the Treasury 


Balance in the Treasury, BS8 62 


Received for Missionary purposes, $100 50 
Old balance on, hand | te ; 31 53 


Total - - ‘ = ee a = 8132 03 
To Brother Crawford, our Missionary last year, -| 21 00 


Leaving in the Treasury for Missionary purposes, $111.03 


The Report was received and ordered to be printed in the minutes 
On motion, Resolved, That the messengers from this Associa- 

tion to her ¢ Yorresponding Sisters be renire to make reports. 
Called for petitions. . 

Agreed to hold our next annual meeting with Bethany Church, 
Lawrence county, Miss., commencing on Saturday before the 
second Sabbath in September, A.D. 1852. 

On motion, Re solved, That the clerk be required to superintehd 
the printing, and distributing s of these minutes through mai’, and 
that he draw on the Treariret for the amount of expenses for 


pablishing and distributipg; also that he be allowed fifteen dollars 
for his services. 2 


‘~ 
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APPUINTMENTS Ss 
Kex..Wim. Williams appointed to preach the next if 


sermon, and Rev. Jesse Crawford his alternate 

On motion, Resolved, That in the place of dur an 
we have published in these minutes the Article s of 
Association, with qn alteration in the fifth article, 
“man,” which shodid be “men :” also the Rute 's of 18 
powers of the Association. ! 

On motion, Resolved, 1 hat. the case of Little Rive 
taken under consideration, and her absence from this ba 
into, &c. ‘The Moderator ap pointed Rev. w m. W 
Simmons, and T. Gibson, a Committee to vishe said 
Church, and labor with her 

On motion, Resolred, That the followin g be | adoprte 
cer of business of this Association hereafter : | 

Ist. Elect officers : : | 
2d. Invite visitirg Ministers to seats | 
3d, Give opportunity for reception of other churche 
ith, Appoint a committee on pre aching 

Oth. Receive correspondence from other bodje Ss 

6th. Arrangé correspondence. 

7th. Appoint Committees 

8th, Call for queries 

9th. Make appointments 

10th. Attend to petitions 

11th. Miscellaneous business 

12th. Missionary business. 

13th. Call for reports. | 

14th. Make appointments. 

The Association then took up Missionary bisiness 
following: report was read and received: 


| 





We, the Missionary Board of the Pearl Rivet Ass ; 


leave toreport, T hat, in April last we came into a 
Union Church, Pike county, and on motion, Brother HB 

was chosen President, and Brother Thos. Gibsor , Secr# 
there was no business presented, upon which to det, the 


journed to meet with the New Zion Church, on Satur 


the first Sabbath in May, at which time » your Mikssiona 
a letter of resignation of his appointment ele thd 
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Board to act, at that time, an effort was made to form al 2B rare at 
the above named Church, on Saturday before the secopil Sabbath 
in June, and having again failed, we agreed to convene on Saturday 
of the Wescciation. From the repeated failures, ore disappoint- 
ments, to ni¢et, from our first adjournment, nothing efficient has 
been done % 
we HOSEA TAVIS, President. 

Samvet B. Muccen, Secretary. 

The Moderator appointed as an Executive Missionary Board, the 
following Brethren: Jas. Mikel, M. M lortenberry, Wm. Barnes, 
N. W. Lee, F. M. Polk, T Price, E. Owen, H. Hooker, Cieo 
Burkét, J. Bass, William Williams, and C. M. J. Stringer = 

On motion, Resolved, That the Association appoint a Mission- 
ary Preacher for thé ensuing year, which‘terminated in {he appoiht- 
nient of Rev. Jesse Ciawford, 


' . . 
Agreed that Rev. Jesse Crawford choose a colleague ta ride with 


him; whereupon Rév. C. Magee was chosen 

On motion, it was Resolved, That the Missionaries of this As- 
sociation be required to confine their labors to the destitute country 
between Leaf and Pear] Rivers. 

On motion for adjournment the minutes were read, corrected and 
received, after which, the Moderator addressed the Association 
very feelingly in a few appropriate remarks. The association 
then sung a hymn, and gave each other the parting hand. Rey, 
Wm. Williams led in prayer. 

The Association then adjourned to meet-with Bethany Church, 
Lawrence county, Mississippi, on Saturday before the second Lord’s 
day in September, 1852 


; JESSE CRAWFORD, Moderaior. 
N. Fister, Clerk. 
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Ist. We believe in one Triune God, the F 





the Holy Ghost, the same in essence, equal in| 

2d: We believe the Scriptures of the Old and Nef 
were given by the inspiration of God, and:ate the 
faith and practice. 
















3d. We believe in the fall of Atdam from his origif 
in the imputation of his sin; to all his posterity;| in th i 
ity of haman nature, and in man’s inability td rest : | i 
the favor of God. ' 

4th. We believe that God hath loved his pedple 
lasting love ; that he chose them in Christ bdfore thé 
of the world ; that he calleth them with a holy and 
ing; and being justified alone through the righteousngt 
imputed to them, they are kept, by the power of 
faith, into Salvation. | 

Sth. We believe there is one Mediator between ei. 
the man Christ Jesus; who, by the satisfactipn he ff 
and justice in becoming an offering for sin, re by ik 
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cious blood, redeemed the elect from under the cursd# 
that they might be holy and without blame befpre hinkf 

6th. We believe that good works are the fruits of fa 
low after justification, and are evide 










Ag 
neces of a gracio ¥ 
that all believers are bound to obey every command 
a principle of love. : “| 
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7th. We believe in the resurrection of the Klead, 
judgment ; that the happiness vf the righteous pnd the} 
of the wicked will be everlasting. 
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ist) We believe thata visible Church of Christ is a congrega- 
tion of faithful persons, who have given themselves to the Lord, 
and to one another in brotherly covenant to keep up a godly dis- 
cipling, agreeable to the rules of the New Testament. 
2d, We believe that Jesus Christ is the only: Head and Law- 
giver of his Church ; that the government is with the body, the 
Church, and is equally the right and the privilege of each member 
thereof. s ee 
3d. We believe that Baptism and the Lord's Supper are gospel 
ordinances appointed by Jesus Christ, and are to be continued in 
the Church until his second coming. t 
4th. We believe that Immersion only is Baptism, and that be- 
/ievers in Christ are the only proper subjects. 
5th. We believe that none but regularly baptised Church mem- 
bers have a right to partake of the Lord’s Supper. 
6th. We believe that it is the duty and’privilege of all believers 
to make a public profession of their faith, to submit to the ordinan- 
ces of the gospel, and give themselves as membérs to the: visi-’ 
ble Church. . 
7th. We believe it to be the duty of every Church to expel from 
her communion every member that is immoral in conduct, or that 
holds doctrines contrary to the Scriptures. 
OBJECTS AND POWERS OF THIS ASSOCIATION. 
Ist. This Association acknowledges and maintains that each is 
an independent body, and possesses the sole right to exercise and 
control its own affairs, and therefore, this Association has no right 
or power ta interfere with the internal rights and privileges of 
Churches composing its body, but may withdraw from any Church 
which may hold false doctrines, or tolerate immoral practices. 
2d. The objects of this Association shall be to promote fellow- 
ship and harmony among the Churches ; .to inquire into any, diffi- 
culties between Churches, and remove them if possible ; fo give 
the Churches the best advice they can in difficult mattery, when 
solicited, and in general, to advance the Redeemer’s kingdom, in 
any way they may deem it practicable. 
. 3d. With regard to the benevolent institutions in our country, 
we declare it to be the inalienable right of every Association, of 


’ 





every Church, or individual member ofa Church, to 
or.not support them, according to their own view 
dictates of their own conscience ; and this\right s 
called in question in this Association Andany 
by this right is called in: question, shall be instant! 
the Moderator, as being unconstitutional 

4th. This Association may maintain a fripndly cd 
when convenient, with other religious bodie§ of the 
order. 


5th. Ministers of the gospel in good staniling, thd 


gales, may be invited to seats in this Associati ion, beg i 


the privilege of voting. 4 


6th. The Association may appoint any person, @ 
and with their consent, to transact any business thd 
necessary. | 

7th. The Association may adjourn to any time 
think proper. 

8th. The Association shall keep a*record of thei 
and have them printed when necessary: | . 

9th. The Association ‘shall have a fund, jand ¢ 
Treasurer to take charge of it, who shall account to ti 
for all money which shali come into his uta for ttl 
Association. 

10th. The Association may form their ow i by- Jawph 
theit own proceedings, in such manner as th 'y|may thy * 


RULES OF DEC uf 

Ist. This Association shall consist of deldgates q 
Churches to which they respectively bel npr, and sh 
“ The Pearl River Baptist Association.” 

2d. Such delezates shall be members in gbod sta 
member under church censure shall be allowed 
‘Association. | 

3d. They shall produce letters ce rtify ing |their a 
their respective Churches, and stating the |numbe§ 
ceived by letter, restored, dismissed, excomminicated 
during the preceding Associational year, with the | 
in fellowship, and such other 'statistical matifrs at th 
may direct 
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4th. This Association shall have a Moderator and Clerk who 
shall be annually chosen by a majority of the members present.— 
Said Moderator and Clerk shall fill their respective places if pres- 
ent at the succeeding Association, till a new election takes place, 
and while in office, shall discharge the duties ordinarily appertain- 
ing to those oilices. 

Sth. If new Churches desire to be admitted into the Association, 
they shall petition by letter and delegates, and if orthodox and or- 
derly, shall be received, and the Moderator shall recognize them 
by giving their delegates’ the right hand of fellowship in behalf 
of the body. 

6th. Every Church shall be allowed two delegates, and no 
more, until her number shall reach one hundred, and one delegate 
for every additional fifty members thereafter, until she may have 
four delegates and no more. 

7th. he Association shall neither answer nor debate any. que- 
ry on gospel doctrine, except it be merely to explain the meaning 
of the Articles of Faith of this Association, 

8th. Every motion made in order and seconded, shall be reduced 
to writing, if requested by any member, and shall be considered by 
the Association, unless withdrawn by the mover before discussion. 

9th. Motions made and Jost shall not be recorded on the minutes, 
unless go ordered ‘at the time. {ft 

10th. If any proposition or motion under debate contains two 
or more points, it shall be divided at the request of any member, 
and the vote\taken on each point separately. 

11th. Only\one member shall speak at the same, time, who shal 
rise from his seat and address the Moderator; he shall confine 


himself to the subject properly in debate; cast ng re fle¢tions on 
the Association, or any member thereof, and shall not be interrupt 


ed while speaking. 
12th. No person shall speak more than tliree times upon the 


same subject without leave of the Association 


13th. The Moderator shall have the privilege |ot speaking on 


any question in debate ; the Chair being previously filled. He 
shall rise from his seat to put the. que sstion to the body 

14th. The Moderator shall decide questions of order, but an ap- 
peal from such decision may be taken to the whole body, which 


shall be decided without debate. 
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15th. A majority of the members present shall be- necessary to 
carry any proposition or motion, and the Moderator shall vote as. 
other members when the question is taken; and in case of a tie the | 


question shall again be put to the Association, jand if not then de.) 


cided, the Moderator shaj! proceed to decide tle matter in contro-| 


versy by lot. 

16th. Committees shall be nominated by the| Moderator, sabjet 
to the approval of the Association. 

17th. ‘Phere shall be no talking or whispering while a brother; 
is speaking. 


18th. No brother shall finally depart from the Association with- : 


out leave of the body. 

19th. The names of the delegates shall be enrolled by the clerk, 
and called over, whenever it is thought necessar 

20th. Minutes shall be read and carefully corrected, if necessary, 
and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the Association rises. 

2ist."A motion for final adjournment shall|be construed to 
embrace the previofs reading and adoption of the minutes. 

22d. The Association shall be opened and closed by prayer. 

23d. Immediately after the organization of the Association the 
Rules of Order shall.be distinctly read, by order from the Modesator. 

24th. The foregoing articles shall be subje¢t to alteration or 
amendment, at any regular meeting of the Association, by a 
majority of the Association. ‘| 


. 





